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ICELAND'S LARGEST CIRCULATION DAILY, MORGUNBLADID, 

IN JANUARY 22 EDITORIAL, STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF PRIME MINISTER'S 
TALKS WITH USG AND CANADIAN OFFICIALS TO GOI PLANS TO EXTEND 
FISHERIES JURIDSDICTION TO 200 MILES THIS YEAR. RELEVANT PORTION 
OF EDITORIAL FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE 

IN ADDITION TO VISITING THE ICELANDIC COLONY (IN CANADA), 

THE PRIME MINISTER WILL MEET WITH OFFICIALS IN THE US AND CANADA 
ON THE FISHERIES QUESTION AND OTHER ISSUES CONNECTED WITH ICELAND'S 
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HAD TALKS WITH JOHN SCALI, US AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
AND SOME US GOVERNMENT SPECIALISTS ON THE LAW OE THE SEA. 

THE AMERICANS WERE PREVIOUSLY VERY CONSERVATIVE ON THE EISHING 
LIMITS EXTENSION ISSUE, BUT THE OEEICIAL VIEW THERE HAS GREATLY 
CHANGED AS WAS APPARENT RECENTLY WHEN THE SENATE APPROVED THE 
BILL ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OE A 200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE. THE 
PRIME MINISTER'S DISCUSSIONS WITH THESE OEFICIALS THEREEORE 
HAVE GREAT IMPLICATIONS EOR ICELANDERS AS WE PREPARE TO EXTEND 
OUR FISHING LIMITS LATER THIS YEAR. 

IN ADDITION TO UN ISSUES, THE EISHERIES LIMIT QUESTION WAS THE 
MAIN TOPIC AT THIS MEETING IN NEW YORK. THE PRIME MINISTER 
EXPLAINED IN DETAIL ICELAND'S PLANS TO EXTEND TO 200 MILES THIS 
YEAR. DEVELOPMENTS AT THE LAW OF THE SEA CONEERENCE WERE ALSO 
DISCUSSED. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID AETER THE MEETING THAT IT WAS 
APPARENT THAT THE US HELD SIMILAR VIEWS TO OURS REGARDING THESE 
ISSUE, BUT THE ADMINISTRATION WOULD NOT TAKE ANY ACTION ON THE 
MATTER UNTIL AFTER THE LAW OE THE SEA CONFERENCE. THERE IS NO 
DOUBT THAT THERE HAS BEEN A GREAT CHANGE IN THE POSITION OP THE 
US PROM BEING THE PRINCIPAL FOOT-DRAGGER ON THE EISHERIES 
JURISDICTION QUESTION. 

IN CANADA, THE PRIME MINISTER WILL MEET WITH PRIME MINISTER 
TRUDEAU. THE CANADIANS HAVE RECENTLY TAKEN A HARD LINE ON THE 
PISHING LIMITS ISSUE AND HAVE ADVANCED VIEWS SIMILAR TO OURS 
ON THESE MATTERS. THEREEORE IT IS IMPORTANT TO STRENGTHEN 
COOPERATION WITH THE CANADIANS ON THESE MATTERS, AND IT IS 
CERTAIN THAT THERE CAN BE NO BETTER GUARANTEE THAT THIS WILL 
OCCUR THAN THROUGH DISCUSSION BETWEEN THE TWO PRIME MINISTERS. 

THE TRIP OP THE PRIME MINISTER THEREEORE HAS A TWOPOLD AIM. 

IT WILL STRENGTHEN TIES OP PRIENDSHIP WITH ICELANDERS IN CANADA 

BUT IT CAN ALSO BE EXPECTED THAT DISCUSSIONS WITH US AND 

CANADIAN OEFICIALS WILL STRENGTHEN COOPERATION AMONG OUR COUNTRIES 

ON LAW OP THE SEA MATTERS. BEPORE US IS A HARD STRUGGLE TO 

ACHIEVE VICTORY IN FISHING LIMITS MATTERS, AND A POSITIVE STAND 

BY SUCH NATIONS AS THE US AND CANADA COULD TIP THE BALANCE. 

END QUOTE. 
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